YOUR TWO MINUTE TESTIMONY

1. Read “I have a dream”.

2. What stands out to you about it?

· ______________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________ 
·  ______________________________________________________
·  ______________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________

3. Why? ______________________________________________________________

4. What personal story or experience could you share with a Legislator that might get them to think differently about their decisions and how they affect you or your family member? (Main idea)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Write a rough draft of your 2 minute story on a separate sheet of paper.  See next page.

6. Finally - practice with a friend or family member. Read out loud several times until you’re comfortable with it.


Writing your 2 minute Testimony

· Introduce yourself.
· Make your main point right away.
· Be specific to topic on agenda (Legislative/Budget Issue that stood out to you.)
· Personalize it.
· Direct it to Legislators. (What will make them pay attention to you?)
· Specific “ASK”.
· Keep it short.
· Close strong if you can.

Good evening Honored Guests, Ladies & Gentlemen, my name is __________________. I am from (city/town)________________________, District # ______.
(Issue) ________________________________ is important to me because ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Explain how the issue affects your life for the better and how life would be different without it or if there were changes…
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________When you’re making your decisions, please remember my story and that ____________ is important to me. Thank you!


